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Current State of the Workforce



UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

The unemployment rate within all counties in the Catawba WDA has risen significantly compared to April 2023, with Chester 
County increasing from 3.1% to 4.0%.  Additionally, Lancaster County, York County and the Catawba Workforce Development 
Area (WDA) are all at or below the South Carolina April 2024 unemployment rate of 3.2%.
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
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Notes: 

1 - South Carolina is seasonally adjusted; all other regions are not seasonally adjusted

2 - Oct 23 and Apr 24 are preliminary data for all regions; Dec 23 is preliminary data for all regions, except SC



UNEMPLOYMENT TRENDS
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
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Notes: 

1 – Oct 23 and Apr 24 are preliminary data for all regions; Dec 23 is preliminary data for all regions, except SC

All Catawba counties increased in their unemployment numbers over the past 13 months; with York increasing by 808, Lancaster 
increasing by 274 and Chester increasing by 137.



EMPLOYMENT TRENDS
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
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Notes: 

1 – Oct 23 and Apr 24 are preliminary data for all regions; Dec 23 is preliminary data for all regions, except SC

All Catawba counties increased in their employment numbers over the past 13 months; with York employing just under 150,000, 
Lancaster just under 44,000 and Chester at about 13,300.
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Industries



INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
N= 143,723 (Total, All Industries) – Catawba

Within the Catawba WDA Retail Trade leads employment with about 18,000 jobs, followed by Manufacturing with 16,900 jobs 
and Health Care and Social Assistance with 16,800 jobs.



INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
N= 10,442 (Total, All Industries) – Chester County

Within Chester County Manufacturing dominates employment with one-third of all jobs (3,400), followed by Health Care and 
Social Assistance with about 1,000 jobs.  Wholesale Trade ranks in the third spot with 927 jobs.



INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
N= 27,799 (Total, All Industries) – Lancaster County

Within Lancaster County Health Care and Social Assistance leads employment with about 4,000 jobs, followed by Retail Trade 
with about 3,700 jobs and Manufacturing with 2,700 jobs.



INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT
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Source: DEW, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
N= 105,481 (Total, All Industries) – York County

As in the Catawba WDA, York County Retail Trade leads employment with about 13,400 jobs.  This is followed by Health Care 
and Social Assistance with about 11,800 jobs and Accommodation and Food Services with 11,500 jobs.



AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE
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Catawba Average Weekly Wage by Industry, Q4 2023 
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Source: DEW, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

The average weekly wage by industry across the Catawba WDA shows that Management of Companies and Enterprises is leading 
the way, followed by Utilities and Professional & Technical Services industries with average wages at over $2,000 each. At the 
other end of the spectrum is the Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation industry with average wages at just about $400 a week.
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Chester County Average Weekly Wage by Industry, Q4 2023 
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Source: DEW, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

The average weekly wage by industry within Chester County shows that Professional & Technical Services industries far outpaces 
the rest with average wages of about $3,715 a week. This is followed by Wholesale Trade and Construction at just under $1,500 
each.  Accommodation and Food Services is the lowest at $367 a week.
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Lancaster County Average Weekly Wage by Industry, Q4 2023 
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Source: DEW, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

The average weekly wage by industry within Lancaster County shows that Wholesale Trade commands the highest salary, 
followed by Information and Professional & Technical Services industries with average wages at over $2,000 each. 
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Source: DEW, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

The average weekly wage by industry within York County shows that Utilities and Management of Companies and Enterprises 
report the highest salaries, followed by Information industries with average wages at over $2,000 each. 
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Occupations



TOP IN-DEMAND OCCUPATIONS
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Source: SC Works Online, Geographic Solutions Inc., Advertised Job Trends, Major occupational group, July 2023 – June 2024

Within the Catawba WDA Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations have had the highest number of new job postings 
within the past year, followed by Management Occupations.
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Within Chester county Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations have had the highest number of new job postings 
within the past year, followed by Production Occupations.

Source: SC Works Online, Geographic Solutions Inc., Advertised Job Trends, Major occupational group, July 2023 – June 2024
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CHESTER COUNTY OCCUPATION SNAPSHOT
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Source: Source Jobs EQ, 2023Q4, Major Occupation Group

The top two Chester county major occupation groups based on employment as of Q4 2023 are Production and Transportation and 
Material Moving.  Both of these major occupation groups have the highest amount of total demand, with more being due to transfers.  
Out of the major occupation groups listed, Healthcare Practitioners and Technical has the highest projected one-year growth forecast of 
1.7%.  Healthcare Support has the highest projected annual growth rate of 2.4% out of all occupation groups.
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Source: SC Works Online, Geographic Solutions Inc., Advertised Job Trends, Major occupational group, July 2023 – June 2024
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LANCASTER COUNTY OCCUPATION SNAPSHOT
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Source: Source Jobs EQ, 2023Q4, Major Occupation Group

The top two Lancaster county major occupation groups based on employment as of Q4 2023 are Office and Administrative Support and Sales and 
Related. Food Preparation and Serving Related occupations have the highest amount of total demand, at 554.  Out of the occupation groups listed, 
Business and Financial Operations has the highest projected one-year growth forecast, at 3.0%.  Computer & Mathematical has the highest 
projected annual growth rate of 3.5% out of all occupation groups.
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Source: SC Works Online, Geographic Solutions Inc., Advertised Job Trends, Major occupational group, July 2023 – June 2024
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YORK COUNTY OCCUPATION SNAPSHOT
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Source: Source Jobs EQ, 2023Q4, Major Occupation Group

The top two York county major occupation groups based on employment as of Q4 2023 are Office and Administrative Support and Transportation and 
Material Moving. Food Preparation and Serving Related occupations have the highest amount of total demand, at 2,371.  Out of the occupation groups 
listed, Healthcare Practitioners and Technical and Business and Financial Operations occupations have the highest projected one-year growth forecast, both 
at or above 2%.  Healthcare Support and Computer & Mathematical have the highest projected annual growth rates of 2.7% out of all occupations.
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Demographic Profile



DEMOGRAPHICS - GENDER
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Source: Source Jobs EQ



DEMOGRAPHICS - AGE
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Source: Source Jobs EQ

Lancaster County has the highest percentage of those who are aged 55+, at 34.1%, followed by Chester County, at 33.1%.



DEMOGRAPHICS – RACE & ETHNICITY

Catawba & County Race & Ethnicity
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Source: Source Jobs EQ

6.0% 2.4% 6.3% 6.3%

94.0% 97.6% 93.7% 93.7%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Catawba

 (N=412,769)

Chester

 (N=32,171)

Lancaster

(N=97,611)

York

(N=282,987)

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

o
f 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

Hispanic Non Hispanic

The highest percentage of Blacks, at 36.1%, and least percentage of Hispanics are found within Chester County.



EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, AGE 25 TO 64
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Source: Source Jobs EQ

York has the highest percentage with a Bachelor’s degree or higher, at 39%, whereas Chester county has about 15% with the 
same educational attainment. 



ECONOMIC

Labor Force Participation Rate*
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Source: Source Jobs EQ; * Civilian population 16 years+
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York has both the highest labor force participation rate (66.8%) and the highest median household income ($80,158) of all 
Catawba counties, and rises above that of South Carolina for both economic indicators.  The other two counties fall below South 
Carolina for both economic indicators. 



SOCIAL

Poverty Level*
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Source: Source Jobs EQ; * Of all people

39.2%

32.9%

55.3%

30.4%

31.4%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

45.0%

50.0%

55.0%

60.0%

South

Carolina

Catawba Chester Lancaster York

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

 o
f 

a
ll
 f

a
m

il
ie

s

Both Chester county’s poverty level and, in particular, the percentage of children in single parent families is significantly higher 
than that of South Carolina, with the remaining counties falling below South Carolina on both social indicators.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

• General email inbox: lmicustomerservice@dew.sc.gov

• All material produced by the LMI Division is publicly available on our website at 

https://scworkforceinfo.com

• Contact information:

• Carol Hayman, chayman@dew.sc.gov

• Alan Davis, WIG Manager, adavis@dew.sc.gov

31
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